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she answered them all. She would allow no reply. Unless, she
defiantly announced, she received news from Throckmorton
in France justly causing her to stay, go to the meeting she would,
clt is both groaned at and lamented of the most and the wisest/
wrote Sir Henry Sidney to Throckmorton. He told Throck-
morton that no one but he could hope to influence Elizabeth,
and begged him to do as much and as cunningly as he could to
stop the meeting; Incidentally,, he would save the nobles and
gentlemen of England above forty thousand pounds.

The very stars in their courses appeared to be fighting against
the interview. The weather had been Incredibly bad, making the
roads impassable for a long train of wagons and horses. * Neither
sun nor moon, nor winter, nor spring, nor summer, nor autumn
have performed their appropriate offices/ wrote Bishop Jewel
in August 1562- taking stylistic licence to put autumn In his list.
'It has rained so abundantly, and almost without intermission,
as if the heavens could hardly do anything else.3 A contagion of
monstrous births confirmed the omen: infants with hideously
deformed bodies - a man child, born at Chichester on 24 May,
whose head, arms, and legs were 'like an anatomy', 'the breast
and belly monstrous big from the navel, as it were a long string
hanging; about the neck a great collar of flesh and skin growing
like to a ruff of a shirt or neckerchief, coming up above the ears,
plaiting and folding.' Similar births in abundance from swine5
mares, and so on: a two-headed foal with a long tail growing
out between the heads; a pig with human arms, hands, and
fingers; another with two bodies, eight legs, and but one head.
Signs, portents, difficulties, did not worry Elizabeth. She left
monstrous births to divines, chroniclers, and newsvendors, the
condition of the roads to her officials, and the wherewithal for
their finery to the nobles and gentlemen themselves. It was the
state of France with which she was concerned. There, peace was
agreed to on 25 June; and on 6 July Elizabeth settled with Malt-
land the conditions for her meeting with Mary. Among the
articles of agreement was one which maintained her right to
demand the ratification of the Treaty of Edinburgh; a pro-
pitious clause, the reward of pertinacity. The two Queens were